International High School at LaGuardia Community College

Portfolio Assessment Guidelines

Portfolio Requirements: 2008

The Portfolio must contain these pieces:

1. A mastery statement (p. 2)
2. A literary essay (4th year students intending to graduate this year) (p. 4)
3. A mathematics project (p. 5-6)
4. A science project (p. 7-8)
5. A research paper (p. 9-10)
6. A creative piece, with reflection (p.11)
7. A native language piece, with reflection (p. 12)
The following pieces are optional:

· An internship album—or sections—with resume; strongly recommended for students who have completed an internship.

Rubrics are attached; there are guidelines to help readers make an informed, albeit holistic, decision as to whether the students is ready to graduate or needs to spend more time at International High School.  

	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Passing
	Needs Revision

	· Evaluates his/her high school academic performance
	· States or implies rigorous internalized standards to evaluate personal academic performance and analyzes own experiences according to those standards 
	· States or implies some standards to assess past academic performance and attempts to show how his/her work reflects those standards

· While there may be a chronology of events, there is some analysis of the significance of those events.
	· Reviews past performance with little or no analysis; merely a chronology.

	· Learns from his/her past experiences
	· Reflects on his/her personal and academic history and articulates what was learned from that history (growth, short-comings, triumphs, cultural and social awareness, relationships with other people, etc.)
	· Contains some elements of reflection, but also may contain a summary of experiences (not fully aware of strengths and weaknesses)


	· Little or no reflection or self-awareness

	· Establishes personal and career goals for the future and articulates plans for achieving them.
	· Outlines steps to be taken to reach each goal, anticipates problems and possible alternatives; student is aware of options
	· Outlines goals and means for achieving them, but with insufficient awareness of obstacles that may develop and ways to overcome them
	· Lack of organization seriously impairs the reader’s understanding

	· Adheres to the conventions of English prose (grammar, paragraphing, punctuation, sentence construction and spelling
	· Almost always adheres to the conventions of English
	· Communication of content is not impaired by grammatical errors
	· Grammatical errors interfere with the communication of the content of the paper


	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Passing
	Needs Revision

	· Reflects on personal and cognitive growth
	· Connects specific areas of personal and cognitive growth with specific projects and events in his/her high school career
	· Explains the process through which the work was done, reflects on personal or cognitive growth
	· Unable to reflect on the process or on the sum total of the projects

	· Demonstrates the ability to put learning in larger context
	· Articulates the ways in which what he/she has learned has affected or changed his/her understanding of the world
	· Articulates the significance of his learning and relates knowledge to explaining world phenomena


	· Cannot relate specific learning to world phenomena

	· Demonstrates in-depth knowledge of projects
	· Clarifies, illustrates or expands upon the content of the portfolio and the learning process.
	· Clarifies and elaborates on all items in the portfolio
	· Cannot elaborate or clarify content in portfolio

	· Demonstrates the ability to apply learning to other situations
	· Applies and expands learning from disparate contexts
	· Applies learning from one context to another
	· Cannot apply learning from one context to another
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Overall evaluation ___________________________  Signature _______________________________________________________________
09/07
	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Revision

	Analysis and evidence
	Efficiently organizes analysis around a central idea; uses convincing evidence to support the analysis; develops essay thoughtfully and persuasively
	Organizes assertions and analysis around a central idea; uses relevant evidence to support the analysis; develops essay coherently
	Has central controlling idea; uses relevant evidence throughout the essay; analyzes rather than summarizes
	Summarizes or uses faulty analysis; lacks controlling idea; little or no evidence used

	Connections
	Makes insightful connections between two or more literary works and other issues; historical setting, genre, contemporary concerns
	Makes appropriate connections between two or more literary works and other issues; historical settings, genre, contemporary concerns  
	Makes appropriate connections between two or more literary works
	Makes inappropriate or no connection between texts

	Literary Technique
	Demonstrates sophisticated understanding of complex literary techniques (e.g. irony and allusion)
	Demonstrates understanding of a variety of literary techniques (e.g. point of view and metaphor)
	Demonstrates understanding of basic literary techniques (e.g. theme and character development)
	Demonstrates little understanding of literary techniques

	Style and Tone
	Uses confident style; aware of audience; evidence of distinctive and appropriate voice; may use literary techniques (e.g. style and metaphor)
	Is clear and focused; aware of audience; evidence of appropriate voice emerging
	Communicates ideas clearly; shows some awareness of audience
	Lacks clarity; doesn’t yet distinguish between conversational and formal voice

	Conventions

For Writing Assessment Only
	Mechanical and grammatical errors are rare or non-existent; follows accepted conventions of quotations and citations; used transitions effectively
	Few mechanical or grammatical errors; follows accepted conventions of quotations and citations; makes some use of transitions
	Some mechanical or grammatical errors but communication is not impaired; demonstrates knowledge of accepted conventions of quotations 
	Communication is impaired by errors; little or no use of conventions of quotation and citation; shows little awareness of appropriate use of transitions

	For External Assessment Only
	Communicates ideas clearly in appropriate, sophisticated, and original way to audience; able to respond to questions and expand on ideas; presents complex, accurate, substantive information and ideas in an organized way
	Communicates clearly in appropriate, and original way to audience; able to respond to questions and can expand somewhat on ideas; presents substantive, accurate information and ideas in organized way
	Communicates clearly in appropriate way to audience; able to respond accurately to questions;

presents some substantive, accurate information and ideas in an organized way
	Neither clear nor appropriate for audience

Cannot respond well to questions

Does not present accurate or substantive information or ideas not organized


New York Performance Standards Consortium 
Student__________________________________________________________________

Performance Assessment:  Mathematics









Circle one:  Written    Oral



Task ____________________________________________________________________

Teacher or External Evaluator (circle one) ______________________________________________
Date____________________________

Overall evaluation ___________________________  Signature ________________________________________________________________
09/07
	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Revision

	Conceptual Understanding
	Explains the context of the problem/ situation being modeled. 

Creates appropriate model(s) to represent mathematical problem/situation.

Demonstrates how the model(s) can be applied to make predictions, connections, and extensions.

Discusses possible errors.

Shows extensive understanding of larger ideas underlying the problem/situation.
	Explains the problem or task and demonstrates an understanding of the problems.

States relevant assumptions for model(s).

Analyzes model(s) and modifies the work accordingly.

Demonstrates how the model(s) can be applied to make predictions, connections, and extensions.

Discusses possible errors.

Shows substantial understanding of larger ideas underlying the problem/situation.
	Formulates or restates the problem or task.

Explains how the model(s) relates to the problem/situation.

Demonstrates how the model(s) can be applied to make predictions, connections, and extensions.

Discusses possible errors.

Shows some understanding of larger ideas underlying the problem/situation.
	Unable to accurately explain the problem or task.

Unable to develop reasonable model.

Does not explain how the model relates to the problem or situation.

Does not show how the model can be used to make predictions, connections, and extensions.

Does not discuss possible errors.

Unable to show any understanding of the larger ideas underlying the problem/situation

	Procedural Fluency


	Efficiently and effectively carries out advanced mathematical procedures including one or more selections from advanced algebra, advanced geometry, calculus, logic probability, statistics, and trigonometry.

Effectively uses technological aids such as tools for measurement, computers, and calculators.
	Effectively carries out advanced mathematical procedures including one or more selections from advanced algebra, advanced geometry, calculus, logic, probability, statistics and trigonometry.

Effectively uses technological aids such as tools of measurement, computers, and calculators.
	Carries out advanced mathematical procedures with minor inaccuracies 

Or

Effectively and efficiently carries out basic algebraic and geometric procedures.

Effectively uses technological aids such as tools of measurement, computers, and calculators.
	Unable to effectively carry out basic algebraic and geometric procedures.

Does not use technological aids effectively.

	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Revision



	Strategic Competence & Logical Reasoning


	Plans, implements and solves non-routine (unfamiliar) problems demonstrating an understanding of multiple approaches, including connections between different approaches.

Evaluates solution(s).

Uses sophisticated, elegant, and direct mathematical reasoning and draws valid conclusions through analysis.

Constructs and uses one or more generalizations.
	Plans, implements, and solves non-routine (unfamiliar) problems demonstrating an understanding of multiple approaches.

Evaluates solution(s).

Uses substantial mathematical reasoning and draws valid conclusions through analysis.

Constructs and uses a generalization.
	Plans, implements, and solves non-routine (unfamiliar) problems demonstrating an understanding of one approach. Evaluates solution(s).

Uses appropriate mathematical reasoning to draw a valid conclusion.


	Unable to plan and solve non-routine (unfamiliar) problem.

Does not evaluate solutions.

Does not use mathematical reasoning to draw conclusions.

Does not construct a generalization.

	Communication
	Analyzes methodology

Uses mathematical terminology appropriately.

Clearly communicates process and solution using multiple representations.

Explains the relationships between multiple representations.
	Reflects on methodology.

Uses mathematical terminology appropriately.

Clearly communicates process and solution using multiple representations.
	Reflects on methodology.

Uses mathematical terminology appropriately.

Explains process and solution.
	Does not reflect on methodology.

Does not use mathematical. terminology appropriately does not explain process and solution.

	For External Assessment Only
	Communicates clear message in appropriate, sophisticated, and original way.

Presents complex, accurate, substantive information and ideas in an organized way. Answers questions accurately, effectively and also makes larger connections.
	Communicates clear message in an appropriate and knowledgeable way to audience.

Presents substantive, accurate information in an organized way. 

Answers questions accurately and effectively.
	Communicates a clear message in appropriate way to audience.

Presents some substantive, accurate information in an organized way.

Answers most questions accurately and effectively.
	Message is not clear or appropriate to audience.

Does not present accurate or substantive information or ideas are not organized.

Unable to answer questions accurately or effectively.
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	Performance Indicator 
	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Revision

	Contextualize
	Background research has been thoroughly conducted using at least two original sources.

Sources are all appropriately cited.

The significance of the problem is clearly stated.

The hypotheses/theses are grounded in the background research.
	Background research has been thoroughly conducted.

Sources are appropriately cited.

The significance of the problem is stated.

The hypotheses/theses are relevant to the background research.
	Background research is included in the introduction.

Sources are cited.

The significance of the problem is stated.

The hypotheses/theses are clearly stated.
	Background research is not included in the introduction.

Sources are not cited.

The significance of the problem is not stated.

The hypotheses/theses are not stated.

	Critique Experimental Design


	Identifies, describes and controls all relevant variables. 

Thoughtfully evaluates the procedure and/or set up

Clearly describes bias in the design
	Identifies, describes and controls most relevant variables. 

Evaluates the procedure and/or set up

Clearly describes bias in the design
	Identifies, describes and controls some relevant variables. 

Evaluates the procedure and/or set up

Attempts to describe bias in the design
	Does not identify, describe or control any variables. 

Does not evaluate the procedure and/or set up

Does not attempt to describe bias in the design

	Collect, Organize and Present Data


	Collects data in a reliable and valid manner.

Presents relevant data that is consistent with the problem.

Generates appropriate tables, charts and graphs with data and makes appropriate calculations.

Conducts mathematical and statistical analyses of the data.
	Collects data in a reliable and valid manner.

Presents relevant data that is consistent with the problem.

Generates appropriate tables, charts and graphs with data and/or makes appropriate calculations.

Conducts mathematical or statistical analyses of the data.
	Collects data in a reliable and valid manner.

Presents data that is consistent with the problem.

Generates tables, charts and graphs with data.

Conducts analyses of the data.
	Collects data in a non-reliable and/or invalid manner.

Does not present data or presents data that is not relevant to the problem.

Does not generate tables, charts and graphs.

Does not analyze the data.

	Analyze and Interpret Results


	Draws thoughtful conclusions that are supported by the data.

Relates conclusions to original question. 

Thoroughly describes sources of error and their effects on the data.
	Draws conclusions that are supported by the data.

Relates conclusions to original question. 

Describes several sources of error and their effects on the data.
	Draws conclusions that are partially supported by the data.

Attempts to relate conclusions to original question. 

Describes sources of error and attempts to describe their effects on the data.
	Draws no conclusions or draws conclusions that are not supported by the data.

Does not attempt to relate conclusions to original question. 

Does not describe sources of error or does not attempt to describe their effects on the data.

	Revise Original Design


	Proposes effective and relevant revisions for the experimental plan to lessen the effects of bias and sources of error.

Poses thoughtful and relevant questions for future research.
	Proposes relevant revisions for the experimental plan to lessen the effects of bias and sources of error.

Poses relevant questions for future research.
	Proposes revisions for the experimental plan to lessen the effects of bias and sources of error.

Poses questions for future research.
	Does not propose revisions for the experimental plan.

Does not pose questions for future research.

	Presentation
	Thoroughly answers questions relevant to the experiment and related topics.
	Adequately answers questions relevant to the experiment and related topics.
	Adequately answers questions relevant to the experiment.
	Does not adequately answer questions relevant to the experiment.
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Student ___________________________________________________
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09/08
	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Revision

	Viewpoint
	· Has sharply defined, compelling organizing idea, thesis or question.

· Coherent, complex, sophisticated arguments support organizing idea/thesis.
· Opposing arguments opposing organizing idea/thesis are clearly presented.
	· Has clearly defined organizing idea, thesis or question
·  Coherent, sometimes complex arguments support organizing idea/thesis.

· Arguments opposing the organizing idea/thesis are clearly presented.


	· Organizing thesis, idea or question is comprehensible but not especially clear
· Coherent but rarely complex or sophisticated arguments support organizing idea/thesis.

·  Opposing arguments are clearly presented but not always thoroughly explained
	· Organizing idea, thesis, or question is not clear.
· Arguments lack coherence and/or clarity

· Arguments opposing the organizing idea/thesis are either missing or not clearly presented.

	Effective and Appropriate Use Of Evidence
	· Supporting arguments include specific, relevant, and highly persuasive evidence, drawn from both primary and secondary sources.

· Uses quotations and paraphrasing appropriately to sustain an argument.

· Clearly, thoughtfully, and thoroughly explains or analyzes the connection between the evidence and supporting arguments. 

· Each opposing argument is supported by consistently clear, well-connected, and focused evidence. 

· Clear, thoughtful, and precise explanation for the lack of persuasiveness in each opposing argument’s evidence.  Counter-evidence may be introduced.
	· Supporting arguments include relevant and mostly persuasive evidence, drawn from both primary and secondary source.

· Uses quotations and paraphrasing appropriately to sustain an argument.

· Mostly clear and thoughtful explanation or analysis of how the evidence presented supports each argument.

· Each opposing argument is supported by evidence that is mostly clear and well-connected.  

· Clear, thoughtful, and mostly precise explanation for the lack of persuasiveness in each opposing argument’s evidence.  Counter-evidence may be introduced.
	· Evidence for supporting arguments are sometimes specific, mostly relevant and generally persuasive,

· Use of quotations and paraphrasing is too inconsistent to sustain an argument.

· Some explanation of how the evidence presented supports each argument, but the explanation are not always clear and thorough.

· Evidence for opposing arguments is not consistently introduced or critiqued.

· Clear and thoughtful response to the opposing argument may reference, but does not always specify, evidence.
	· Supporting arguments lack clear, persuasive, or relevant supporting evidence.

· Quotations and paraphrasing are inappropriately used to support arguments

· No explanation or analysis of how or why the evidence supports each argument.

· Evidence supporting opposing arguments is either missing or poorly integrated.

· Response to opposing argument is general and not based on an analysis of evidence.

	Effective Organization
	· Clear introduction presents thesis in a highly engaging, compelling manner.  
· Each argument clearly supports an overall structure.

· Consistent, effective transitions develop ideas and arguments logically& build to compelling, persuasive conclusion. 

· Distinct conclusion   synthesizes arguments that support idea/general thesis.
	· Clear introduction presents thesis in an engaging manner.

· Each argument presented supports an overall structure

· Usually uses effective transitions to connect ideas and arguments, leading to a persuasive conclusion. 

· Distinct conclusion partly synthesizes, but mostly re-presents the major arguments to support idea/general thesis
	· Mostly clear introduction presents thesis in a coherent, comprehensible manner.

· Most arguments presented in clearly support the overall structure.

· Transitions are sometimes abrupt but  the arguments and conclusion mostly connect.

· Conclusion represents major arguments and connects them to thesis; some synthesis.
	· Introduction and the thesis it contains are not clear.
· Arguments presented are not clearly or supportively connected to the overall structure

· Transitions between arguments are largely unclear.

· Conclusion is either vague or unclear and poorly connected to the paper’s major arguments.

	Performance Indicators

	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Revision

	Understanding of Implications and Context
	· Arguments, ideas, and voice reflect a highly informed awareness of the larger historical, political, or      cultural context surrounding questions addressed in the paper. 
· Broader implications of the central arguments are presented and thoroughly explored. 
	· Arguments and ideas, and voice reflect a somewhat informed awareness of the larger historical, political, or cultural context surrounding questions addressed in the paper.

· Some broader implication of the central argument is presented and explored.
	· Arguments, ideas, and voice reflect a very general, somewhat less informed awareness of the larger historical, political, or cultural context surrounding questions addressed in the paper
· The broader implications of the central argument are alluded to but not necessarily explored.
	· Arguments, ideas and voice reflect almost no awareness of the larger historical, political, or cultural context surrounding the questions addressed in the paper.
· The broader implications of the central argument are neither presented nor explored.

	Strong, Engaged Student Voice
	· Confident, highly fluid writing style is evident; writes with lively, engaging, articulate language that yields well-developed, original ideas and new understanding.   Paper has distinct, individual identity that manifests itself throughout. 
	· Confident writing style is evident; writes with engaging, mostly articulate language that yields developed and original ideas and some new understanding.  Paper has an individual identity that manifests itself at important points in the text.
	· Engaged but somewhat tentative or basic writing style; writes clearly but language is such that original ideas are not fully expressed or developed. Paper has clear viewpoint but lacks persuasive conviction.
	· Awkward, wooden, or confusing writing style: student voice is buried at best; writing is disorganized and ideas in general are poorly expressed.  Viewpoint is obscured or inhibited by the writing.



	Conventions
	· Grammar and punctuation nearly flawless.

· Appropriate and accessible documentation of sources (complete, well-organized bibliography and citations).
	· Grammar and punctuation mostly correct.
· Appropriate and accessible documentation of sources (complete, well-organized bibliography and citations)
	· Grammar and punctuation sometimes flawed, but not in a manner that undermines the coherence and clarity of the paper’s ideas.

· Accessible, complete but somewhat imprecise bibliography and citations
	· Consistently defective grammar and punctuation
· Inappropriate and/or mistaken documentation of sources (poorly organized, incomplete bibliography and citations).

	External Assessment and Validation
	· Communicates clear understanding of the paper’s ideas and arguments in an appropriate, consistently sophisticated way that demonstrates ownership to assessors.  
· Presentation and response to questions reflect the coherence and depth of the paper.
· Answers questions accurately, thoughtfully, and effectively, developing new ideas when they are appropriate.  Presents relevant evidence that may not have appeared in the paper.
	· Communicates clear understanding of the paper’s ideas and arguments in an appropriate, sometimes sophisticated way that demonstrates ownership to assessors.
· Presentation and response to questions reflect the coherence and depth of the paper.

· Answers questions accurately, thoughtfully, and effectively, developing new ideas when they are appropriate.  
	· Communicates a mostly clear and basic understanding of the paper’s ideas and arguments in an appropriate, thoughtful though not necessarily sophisticated manner to examiners.
· Presentation and response to questions may not fully reflect the coherence and depth of the paper, but they are nevertheless clear and thoughtful.
· Answers to questions are mostly accurate, thoughtful, and effective.
	· Fails to communicate a clear and basic understanding of the paper’s ideas and arguments in an appropriate, thoughtful manner.
· Presentation and response to questions reflects the incoherence and general weakness of the paper.

· Answers questions superficially, inappropriately, or incorrectly.



	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Passing
	Needs Revision

	· Creates an original piece which expresses ideas, emotions and/or point of view
	· Compelling expression of ideas, emotions or point of view
	· The work demonstrates a discernible idea, emotion, or point of view
	· No apparent idea, emotion, point of view

	· Demonstrates awareness of and ability to use the tools, techniques and vocabulary of the specific art form
	· Uses techniques appropriate to the art form skillfully

· Uses are variety of strategies (such as creating a scenario, using symbolism, metaphor, imagery) or

· Creates an extended metaphor through the use of symbolic imagery
	· Shows awareness of techniques by attempting to apply them; may not be completely successful

· Uses only one strategy (see outstanding criteria) or

· Creates a metaphor through the use of symbolism or imagery


	· Choice of strategy is unsuccessful in expressing ideas, emotions or point of view

· Unfamiliar with or unwilling to utilize even limited techniques

	· Articulates the intention of the piece and reflects on results in writing
	· Clearly articulates what he/she was attempting to do and how he/she went about doing it

· Reflects on results
	· Provides some insights into what he/she was attempting to do and how he/she went about doing it

· Reflects on results
	· Unable to articulate his/her intention or process

· Unable to reflect on results



	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Passing
	Needs Revision

	· Creates and expresses an idea or ideas in native or foreign language
	· Produces an extended informational, communicative or creative piece in a language other than English 

· Ideas are well articulated and developed
	· Communicates ideas in language other than English
	· Fails to express ideas using a language other than English

	· Communicates purpose
	· Clearly communicates purpose of the piece

· Articulates the process
	· Communicates intent

· Articulates the process


	· Unable to communicate intent

· Unaware of process

	· Demonstrates the importance of native language literacy and its connection to English language development
	· Explains clearly the interconnection of language development
	· Makes some observations about the connection between native/foreign language development and English language development 
	· Unable to connect native language development with English language development


Written Self-Evaluation





Oral Portfolio Presentation/Defense





Personal Expression of Creativity





Native Language Project
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